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Erica Baffelli, God on the Web: Communication, Religious Activity and Marketing (Collaboration as
assistant with prof. Massimo Raveri at “Ca’ Foscari” University, Venezia)

The Internet offers new possibilities for proselytisation, communication and international
cooperation and on my research three factors of analysis have been characrerized:
the communication through the Internet, considering in what way the group is in contact with the
visitors, which is suggested by the links and by the languages into which the hypertexts are
translated.

The religious activity on the Internet, that is the possibilities offered (and the modifications
brought) by the Net to a site’s visitor such as religious pilgrimage, sacred iconography and writing.
The religious marketing, the suasive strategies applied to attract new visitors and “to sell”

religious products.
By selling benefits (and goods) by Internet the relationship between the religious group and

believers could seem a “commercial relationship”. the believer become a “spiritual resource
consumer” and the group a “provider of information services”.



“Ca’ Foscari”, Oriental Studies University Venezia, Italy Degree in Japanese Culture and
Language (110/110) Graduation Thesis: “God on the Web: Japanese Religions and the Internet”
Tutors: Prof. Massimo Raveri, History of Religions, Japanese Religions and Philosophy, “Ca’
Foscari” University Prof. Mario Nordio, History of Asia, “Ca’ Foscari” University
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